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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Annual Convention, October 25-26, 1945 


The fifty-fourth annual meeting of 
the Wisconsin Library Association was 
held in Milwaukee at the Schroeder Ho- 
tel October 25-26, 1945. 

The conference opened on Thursday 
afternoon with a welcome from the may- 
or brought by a member of his staff. 
Miss Mary K. Reely’s appraisal of “For- 
ty Good Books Published in 1945” fol- 
lowed, welcomed as usual by all present 
as a highlight of the conference. Miss 
Phyllis Whitney, author and children’s 
book editor of the Chicago Sun, pre- 
sented a lively talk entitled “Behind the 
Scenes with Children’s Books” in which 
she recounted her own adventures in the 
writing of books for children. The third 
feature of the afternoon was a talk en- 
titled “Faith in the Future,” a presenta- 
tion of the subject of the Library De- 
velopment Fund by Miss Muriel E. Per- 
ry of A. L. A. headquarters staff. 

On Thursday evening the annual ban- 
quet was held, and Mr. Harry Miller 
Lydenberg, Director of the International 


Relations Office of the A. L. A. and for- 
merly head of the New York Public Li- 
brary, spoke on “International Rela- 
tions,” describing the work of A. L. A. 
around the world in establishing librar- 
ies and promoting library service. Miss 
Marie Barkman presided. 

The single business meeting of the 
conference was held on Friday morning. 
It opened with the report of President 
Seebach on the actions of the associa- 
tion during the year. This was followed 
by the reading of the reports of the 
committees. Miss Iris Precourt of Stev- 
ens Point, winner of the W. L. A. schol- 
arship for the current year, was present- 
ed to the Association. The present mem- 
bership of 415 was announced. The new 
officers of the association were an- 
nounced as: Marie Barkman, President; 
Mrs. Ethel Brann, Vice-President; Dor- 
othy Huth, Secretary; Mrs. Orilla 
Thompson, Treasurer. 

A trustees’ luncheon was held on Fri- 
day noon. 
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On Friday afternoon there were six 
section meetings with the following 
chairmen: Catalog Section, Irene M. 
Doyle; Children’s Section, Hazel B. 
Augustine; College and University Sec- 
tion, Helen Northup; Hospital Section, 
Winifred Hawk; Service to Adults, Clara 
Lindsley; County Library, Edna M. 
Schaller. 

Many members of the association ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Schlitz 
Brewery to a Dutch supper at their fam- 
ous Brown Bottle, and greatly enjoyed 
the affair. 


January, 1946 


The conference closed on Friday even- 
ing with a panel discussion on Post-War 
Library Buildings. Members of the pan- 
el were Mr. Richard E. Krug, Librarian 
of the Milwaukee Public Library, Mod- 
erator; Mr. Edgar Stubenrauch, archi- 
tect of Sheboygan; Mr. H. H. Clemons, 
a library trustee of Lake Geneva; and 
Mr. Russell Schunk, librarian from Min- 
neapolis. Mr. Richard Kirchoff, Wiscon- 
sin State Architect, was unable to be 
present. 


HELEN NorTHup, Secretary 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 


The meeting was called to order by 
the President, Mr. E. E. Seebach, at 
9:30 in the Banquet Room of the Schroe- 
der Hotel. 

Mr. Seebach’s report was the first item 
of business. It included a detailed ac- 
count of the efforts of the association 
to have three library bills passed by the 
state legislature. 

The reading of the report of the sec- 
retary was dispensed with by a motion 
of Miss Hazel Laing, seconded by Miss 
Natalie Huhn and carried. 

Mrs. Irene Varney Metke, who was 
recently appointed treasurer by the 
Executive Board to succeed Miss Betty 
Lockerby, resigned, read the treasurer’s 
report. The President called for a ris- 
ing vote of thanks for Mrs. Metke’s 
prompt service in this emergency. 

Miss Clara L. Lindsley, Chairman of 
the Adult Education Committee, read 
her report and moved its acceptance. 
Miss Martha Merrill seconded the mo- 
tion and it was carried. 

Mrs. Jane E. Billings, Chairman of 
the Certification and Civil Service Com- 
mittee, read its report and moved its 
adoption. Considerable discussion fol- 
lowed and Mr. Lester made a motion, 
seconded by Miss Merrell, to re-refer 
the report back to the committee to be 
reported on again before the adjourn- 
ment of the meeting. Mrs. Billings, her 
committee and Mr. Lester retired to 
consider certain recommendations in the 
report. 


Miss Cora Frantz, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, read her report. 

Miss Josephine Austin, Chairman of 
the Publicity Committee, read her report 
and moved its acceptance. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Krug and carried. 

In place of Mr. Emory C. Skarshaug, 
Chairman of the Salaries and Personnel 
Committee, Miss Elizabeth Faber read 
the committee’s report, and moved its 
acceptance. The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Krug and carried. The report 
was so thorough and well prepared that 
it was received with applause and Miss 
Merrell moved that the report be print- 
ed, either in the Wisconsin Library Bul- 
letin or separately. The motion was se- 
conded by Miss Sybil Schuette and car- 
ried. 

The report of the Scholarship Com- 
mittee was read by Miss Aileen E. Mac- 
George, Chairman. The recipient, Miss 
Iris Precourt of Stevens Point, was pre- 
sent and made a short speech of thanks 
to the Association. Miss MacGeorge 
moved that her report be accepted, sec- 
onded by Miss Olsen and carried. 

Mr. Edward Lynch, Chairman of the 
State Wide Library Service Committee, 
read his report and moved its accept- 
ance. The motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Kohli. Considerable discussion followed 
on the subject of library publicity in 
Wisconsin. The fine work of the She- 
boygan Press in connection with Bill 
157A. was brought up and a motion was 
made by Mr. Krug, seconded by Miss 
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Merrell, to express our appreciation of 
this service to the publisher. The motion 
was carried. 

Mrs. Billings reported on the changes 
made by her committee in their report, 
and there was further discussion on the 
nature of the recommendations to be 
made regarding the Free Library Com- 
mission. The motion to accept the report 
was finally made by Miss Natalie Huhn, 
seconded by Mr. Lynch and carried. 

The last report was that of Mr. Les- 
ter, Chairman of the Resolutions Com- 
mittee, who then moved the adoption of 
the resolutions. The motion was second- 
ed by Mr. George Allez and carried by 
the unanimous vote of the assembly. 

Miss Helen Northup read the names 
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of the new officers as follows: Miss 
Marie Barkman, Librarian Sheboygan 
Public Library, President; Mrs. Ethel 
Brann, Librarian Lake Geneva Public 
Library, Vice-President; Miss Dorothy 
Huth, Kenosha Public Library, Secre- 
tary; Mrs. Orilla Thompson, Librarian 
Beaver Dam Public Library, Treasurer. 


Mrs. Showalter asked that a resolu- 
tion composed by the Children’s Librar- 
ians be read. Miss Northup was asked 
to do so. Mr. Krug moved that the re- 
solution be adopted, and the motion was 
seconded and carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 12 o’clock 
noon. 


HELEN NortTuHup, Secretary 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Five meetings have been held by the 
Executive Board of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association. At our first meeting 
I reported to the Board the list of com- 
mittee chairmen and members of com- 
mittees. Asking members to serve on 
committees and to accept the chairman- 
ship of a committee was truly a most 
difficult and arduous task, and resulted 
in much correspondence. I can truth- 
fully say it was a difficult year—with a 
war on, many librarians serving in the 
armed forces, and in addition the legis- 
lature being in session, and many li- 
brarians facing the problem of losing 
good professional assistants. These prob- 
lems added greatly to the burden of 
asking librarians to accept additional 
duties in the work of the Association. 
Several members, who had accepted and 
served on committees, resigned their 
posts because they were leaving the 
State, or had been given new assign- 
ments. The Board deeply regretted los- 
ing its treasurer, who recently accepted 
another position in a nearby State. Our 
work has not entirely been in vain as 
far as Legislative matters are concerned. 
The chairman of the Certification and 
Civil Service Committee and its mem- 
bers worked most diligently in the inter- 
est of the Association. The Secretary of 
the Wisconsin Library Association noti- 


fied the key people when matters of li- 

brary interest were scheduled. Interest- 

ed librarians responded when called upon 
to appear. Of library matters affecting 
the Commission, Bill 124A. granted the 

Wisconsin Free Library Commission the 

power to: 

1. Issue certificates to librarians. 

2. Fix necessary standards for public 
librarians and public libraries. 

3. Receive fees for the carrying out of 
the provisions of section 43.165. 

4, Accept applications for library cer- 
tificates. 

5. Adopt no standards lower than those 
specifically stated. 

The bill passed both houses and was 
signed by the Governor. 

Bill 125A. proposed to amend Sec- 
tion 43.09 of the statutes relating to the 
free library commission. It was the wish 
of the Association last October to have 
a representation of librarians on the 
Commission, three librarians and two 
trustees. Let’s follow and see what hap- 
pened to this bill. 

On February Ist, 1945, the bill was in- 
troduced by Julius Spearbraker. It 
was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

February 16, Report passage recom- 
mended by Committee on Education. 
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February 22, Ordered engrossed and 
read a third time. 

February 27, Committee on Engrossed 
Bills reports correctly engrossed and 
referred to committee on Third Read- 
ing. 

February 28, Committee on Third Read- 
ing reports correct. 

March 1, Recalled from calendar and re- 
ferred to Committee on Education by 
unanimous consent. 

March 6, Recalled from Committee on 
Education, Substitute Amendment No. 
1, A. offered by Mr. Spearbraker. Re- 
referred to Committee on Education. 

May 10, Report rejection of substitute 
amendment No. 1A, adoption of sub- 
stitute amendment No. 2A, and pas- 
sage recommended by Committee on 
Education. 

May 15, Referred to Calendar of May 
22. 

May 22, Recalled from calendar and 
referred to Committee on State Af- 
fairs. 

June 13, Refused to recall from Com- 
mittee on State Affairs and referred 
to calendar. 

June 14, Report indefinite postponement 
recommended by Committee on State 
Affairs. 

June 15, The bill was indefinitely post- 
poned. 


The secretary of the Commission was 
not kidding when he told me last, De- 
cember that I would be making a lot of 
trips to Madison. We also appeared in 
behalf of Bill 157A. State Wide Library 
Bill which was also indefinitely post- 
poned. Two Senate Bills, No. 1058S. to 
repeal section 43.32 of the Statutes re- 
lating to county traveling libraries and 
No. 2528S. authorizing the Free Library 
Commission to accept gifts or grants 
from the federal government and other 
sources for library work, were approved 
and signed by the Governor. I deeply 
regret that the post of chairman of the 
Legislative Committee was vacant, due 
to the fact that everyone that was asked 
to serve felt he or she was not qualified 
or did not have the time to serve. So it 
fell to the lot of the chairman of the 
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Certifications and Civil Service Commit- 
tee and the Executive Board. Our job 
is not done and the chairman will have 
some constructive suggestions to offer 
to the members of the association. 


It has also been my privilege to rep- 
resent the Association on several occa- 
sions. I attended the inauguration serv- 
ices of the newly appointed President 
of Beloit College, Dr. Carey Croneis, 
last November. Attended a meeting of 
the Joint Committee on Education in 
Madison. Appointed the Chairman of 
Adult Education to serve as an alternate 
to attend regular monthly meetings. I 
represented the Association at a meet- 
ing held during the middle of January 
in Chicago. The purpose of the meeting 
was to make plans for the Library De- 
velopment Fund Campaign. Our quota 
was $3,000. As of September 19th 
W. L. A. has reached 18% of its goal. 
You have been notified to make your 
contribution while at the convention. Re- 
cently the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion received a letter from the State 
Lenin Library of the U. S. S. R., Mos- 
cow, requesting a copy of Miss Hazel- 
tine’s publication of “(One hundred years 
of Wisconsin Authors,’”’ which the Chief 
of the Bureau of Book Exchange said 
was of great interest to them. In re- 
turn they are sending the book of Mrs. 
Khafkina’s “Union Catalogues.” 


After V. J. Day and the lifting of 
the ban on traveling by the O. D. T. 
your officers had 6 weeks left to whip 
up a program for the 54th Annual Con- 
vention. 


Looking to the future, I should like 
to recommend that the Association con- 
sider again a Tri-State Meeting:. I be- 
lieve Illinois and Minnesota would be 
interested in meeting with Wisconsin 
Librarians. Also when the Nominating 
committee presents a slate of officers to 
be elected biographical notes on W. L. A. 
nominees be enclosed, when sending out 
the ballots. I believe the members of 
W. L.A. would like to know something 
about the proposed officers who are run- 
ning for office. 





eee 
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I want to express to the Executive 
Board, to the many chairmen and mem- 
bers of Committees and to the Associa- 
tion, the Secretary of the Library Com- 
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mission and members of his staff, my 
sincere thanks for their wonderful co- 
operation in all problems. 

E. E. SEEBACH, President 


REPORT OF TREASURER 


October 17, 1945 





Receipts: 
General Fund from 1944 
TRCASUTOE «conse -cicdesass-s-- $ 757.30 
Membership dues.................... 343.00 
Royalty payments.................. 28.70 
Convention (1944 reserva- 
tions not cancelled).......... 4.00 
Scholarship fund.................--- 265.39 
A. L. A. Library Develop- 
Ment TUNG .......20.sc.c0002-35.002- 548.60 
Total receipts ..................-.---- $1946.99 
Expenditures: 
Executive board.................... $ 124.10 
President ...... 96.28 
SePPOtONG © c.222. ese 7.92 
Treasurer at 18.00 





A. L. A. Library De- 
velopment Fund..$548.60 
Association dues.... 25.00 573.60 





Certification Board................ 6.50 

Statewide Library Service 
Committee .............-....-------- 8.06 
Other committees .................. 227.58 

Scholarship (Second half- 
year payment) ................-. 125.00 
Total expenditures.................. $1186.84 
ROD GION wack nn oko os. scans scstceeessiss $1946.99 
Expenditures ...............2-.---------- 1186.84 
ea nS io a od $ 760.15 
Scholarship fund.............--.......-- $ 265.39 
Half-year payment ................---- 125.00 
$ 140.39 
Complete Balance $ 760.15 
Scholarship fund................--.-.--- 140.39 
$ 619.76 

November 20, 1945 

Receipts: 

General Fund from 1944 

Treasurer $ 757.30 





Membership dues .................. 443.00 
Royalty payment................... 28.70 
Convention 650.00 





Registration, 1944$ 4.00 
Registration, 1945 136.00 


$140.00 














Exhibitors ............ 510.00 
$650.00 
Library Development Fund 
Campaign ' é.0.02 Sk... 587.60 
Scholarship fund........................ 315.39 
From 1944 Treas- 
wer $265.39 
Contributed, 1945.. 50.00 
$315.39 
Total receipts.......................... $2781.99 
Expenditures: 
Executive Board.................... $ 128.84 
i) Ee ee ee 96.28 
Secretary 7.72 
Treasurer . 19.10 
American Library Associa- 
tion 612.60 
Assoc. Dues............ $ 25.00 
Lib. Dev. Fund...... 587.60 
$612.60 
Comvem tone > <ncccc tees ccs 518.44 
Certification Board................ 6.50 
Statewide Library Service.... 8.06 
Other committees -................. 445.10 
Scholavanip << <-ccstcciccesssndsicnsti 250.00 
Total Expenditures................ $2092.64 
Scholarship Fund: 
Receipts $ 315.39 
Paid—Clarence C. Gorchels 125.00 
$ 190.39 
Paid—Iris Precourt .............. 125.00 


$ 65.39 
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Receipts : $2781.99 Complete balance........................ $ 689.35 
po | es ane eee: Rete 2092.64 Scholarship fund........................ 65.39 
NG hiss $ 689.385 General fund --$ 623.96 





ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


The Adult Education Committee has 
continued this past year its membership 
in the Joint Committee on Education in 
Wisconsin. The meetings of the Joint 
Committee are held regularly in Madi- 
son on the third Wednesday of each 
month except June and July. The Wis- 
consin Library Association has had a 
representative at all of the meetings ex- 
cept the last one. The Joint Committee 
on Education is composed of representa- 
tives of “state-wide non-political and 
non-sectarian organizations whose pur- 
poses include an interest in general pub- 
lic education in Wisconsin.” At these 
meetings the Joint Committee members 
discuss the needs of the public schools, 
city and rural, compose and issue fliers 
which deal with needed legislation for 
the improvement of our public school 
system in Wisconsin. In addition the 
committee arranges and holds workshops 
or panel discussions in various commu- 
nities on educational subjects. 

A committee on Educational Publica- 
tions within the Joint Committee com- 
posed of Miss Newman and Miss Linds- 
ley have reported to the Joint Commit- 
tee members each month on titles of 


books or articles on education in gen- 
eral, 

The Adult Education Committee also 
sponsored a questionnaire arranged and 
conducted by Mr. Leslie E. Brown, on 
adult education activities in public li- 
braries in Wisconsin. 

The Adult Education Committee 
makes the following recommendations: 

1. That the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation continue its membership in the 
Joint Committee on Education in Wis- 
consin. 

2. That the individual librarians of 
the state sponsor workshops or panel 
discussions in their respective commu- 
nities such as can be arranged by mem- 
bers of the Joint Committee, with the 
purpose of helping to create intelligent 
public opinion. 

3. To repeat a recommendation of 
last year’s Adult Education Committee: 
That the Wisconsin Library Association 
offer its support (in some concrete way) 
to other state organizations working for 
a better world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DaGNY BOoRGE 
CLARA L. LINDSLEY, Chairman 


CERTIFICATION AND CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE 


In pursuance of the adoption of the 
report of the Certification and Civil 
Service Committee by the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association at their last meeting, 
the tenets of this report were incorpor- 
ated in two bills and introduced in the 
Assembly by Assemblyman Spearbraker 
as Bills 124A. and 125A. on January 
30th, 1945. 

Bill 124A. granted the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission the power to: 

1. issue certificates to librarians 

2. fix necessary standards for public li- 
brarians and public libraries 

3. to receive fees for the carrying out 
of the provisions of section 43.165 


4. accept applications for library certi- 
ficates 
5. not adopt any standards lower than 
those specifically stated 
This bill had hearings before the As- 
sembly Education Committee and the 
Joint Finance Committee and the Senate 
Education Committee. It passed both the 
Assembly and the Senate, received the 
Governor’s signature and became a law. 
Bill 125A. proposed to amend section 
43.09 (1) of the statutes referring to 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 
As originally planned by the Wisconsin 
Library Association, the library commis- 
sion was to have consisted of five mem- 
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bers appointed by the Governor. There 
would be three librarians and two trus- 
tees, who would hold office for five 
years. The selections were to be made 
from a list of six librarians and four 
trustees recommended by the executive 
board of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. There would be no ex-officio mem- 
bers. After the first year the selection 
would be made from a list of two per- 
sons nominated by the executive. board 
of the Wisconsin Library Association. 

When a member of the commission 

would cease to be an active librarian 

or trustee his position would be vacant. 

As so constituted the bill had a hear- 
ing before the Assembly Education Com- 
mittee and was recommended for pas- 
sage by that committee. It was then 
engrossed and ready for final action by 
the Assembly. 

At this time the Legislative Reference 
Library expressed opposition to the bill 
and Mr. Spearbraker had it re-referred 
to the Assembly Education Committee 
for further consideration. The disagree- 
ment in brief included these factors: 
1. Nowhere in the Wisconsin statutes 

is a group or association permitted 

to recommend to the Governor a 

choice for members of a commission. 

2. Under the proposed change in the 
makeup of the commission, the Legis- 
lative Reference Library would no 
longer be free from political pressure 
as it is under the present commission. 
Mr. Ohm suggested two alternative 

plans: 

1. A commission made up of the pre- 
sent three ex-officio members and 
two librarians. 

2. The creation of an advisory commit- 
tee of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission to be comprised of three 
librarians and two trustees or five li- 
brarians. 5 
In order to retain the intention of the 

Wisconsin Library Association and to 

meet the criticisms, the executive board 

voted to amend Bill 125A. With the sub- 
stitute amendment 1A, the bill would 
reconstitute the Wisconsin Free Library 

Commission to a 5 member commission 
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made up of 3 librarians, one from a 
class 1 or 2 city library, one from a 
class 3 city library and one from an 
established county or regional library 
system and two library trustees, serving 
for 6 years and appointed by the Gover- 
nor with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

At this same time the executive board 
of the Wisconsin Library Association 
felt that it was necessary to have some- 
one in Madison who could give us legal 
advice and prevent the bill from being 
immediately killed by our lack of under- 
standing of legislative proceedings. 
Through the aid of an attorney, we 
would learn more completely the opposi- 
tion and what was necessary to present 
the cause of the libraries of the state. 
Consequently the executive board de- 
cided to hire the services of Mr. Lowell 
Thronson, a Madison attorney. 

Through the efforts of Mr. Thronson, 
the Assembly Education Committee then 
offered substitute amendment 2A. which 
fairly closely followed amendment 1A. 
except for increasing the commission to 
seven members by including the presi- 
dent of the university and the director 
of the state historical society. As such 
the bill was voted favorably out of the 
committee. 

On May 22nd Bill 125A. was sched- 
uled to come up on the Assembly calen- 
dar, but before this occurred, the op- 
ponents of the bill had it referred to 
the Assembly State Affairs Committee. 

On June 14th, the day before the 
legislature recessed, there was a hearing 
before the State Affairs Committee and 
it was recommended for indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Although there was activity to over- 
ride the committee action, the bill was 
brought up on the Assembly floor the 
following day and indefinitely postponed 
by voice vote. 


The committee recommends that a 
new committee: 

1. Carefully consider all objections 
which were raised to this bill, particu- 
larly those concerning the Legislative 
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Reference Library and the lay repre- 
sentation on the Commission. 


2. Thoroughly study the make-up of 
commissions in neighboring states. 


3. Present at the 1946 session of the 
Wisconsin Library Association tentative 
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drafts of bills. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary BALLENTINE 
Daisy TRILLING 
ALICE MILLERD 
MARION M. SPEAR 
JANE K. BILLINGS, Chairman 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


The Publicity Committee of the Wis- 
consin Library Association submits the 
following account of its year’s work: 
April 5—560 cards were sent urging 

W. L. A. members and non-member 

libraries to write to their senators and 

assemblymen in support of the four 
library bills in the legislature. 

April 28—560 cards urging support for 
Bill 125-A. 

May 21—Four-page Newsletter with re- 
ports, committee personnel, explana- 
tion of library bills and coupon for 
W. L. A. dues sent out. 

June 9—Letter in support of Bill 125-A 
as amended, explaining the opposition. 


Sept. 30—Election ballots with two en- 
velopes, and Library Development 
Fund folders with special flyer for 
Wisconsin librarians and three pledge 
cards mailed out. 

A total of $127.23 was spent in post- 
age, materials, and mimeographing by 
the Committee. 

The only recommendation the Com- 
mittee wishes to make is that members 
be appointed from the same library or 
adjacent libraries in order that the work 
may be carried out more quickly and 
efficiently. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MyrL POLAND 


HELEN LINCOLN 
JOSEPHINE AUSTIN, Chairman 


Sept. 12—561 cards announcing W. L. A. 
Convention. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SALARIES AND PERSONNEL 


The present Committee on Salaries and Personnel of the Wisconsin Library 
Association took its instructions, on the recommendations of the President, Mr. 
E. E. Seebach, from the concluding paragraph of the Report of last year’s Commit- 
tee, which (paragraph) reads: 

This Committee was unable to carry out instructions of the Executive Board of 
the Association to make a comparative study of the A. L. A. retirement plan and 
the new municipal retirement plan approved by the 1943 Wisconsin legislature. 
The Committee therefore recommends that the next Salaries & Personnel Com- 
mittee of the Association make this study. 


The present Committee therefore has undertaken this study and makes its re- 
port in the following: 

The “new municipal retirement plan approved by the 1948 Wisconsin legislature” 
referred to above is officially known as the ‘‘Wisconsin Municipal Retirement Fund” 
and is fully described in its Handbook of Information and in “a reprint of section 
66.90 of the Wisconsin Statutes of 1943, which governs the operation of the Fund,” 
both of which (pamphlets) are available upon request from the Fund at 30 East 
Johnson Street, Madison 3, Wisconsin. 

Before taking up the discussion and comparison of the two plans, your Commit- 
tee believes it would be well to quote p. 20 of the Handbook on the Administration 
of the Fund. 

Administration 


The Fund operates as a department of the state government of Wisconsin. How- 
ever, all funds are in the form of a trust administered by a board of trustees, and 
the monies and securities are kept completely separate from other state funds. 

The state treasurer is ex officio the treasurer of the Fund, and is under a special 
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surety bond in the name of the Fund. The investments are made by the state an- 
nuity and investment board, and the types of securities are stringently limited. The 
attorney general is the legal advisor of the Fund. 

The board of trustees of the Fund consists of five members—the state commis- 
sioner of insurance (ex officio) and four members appointed by the governor. The 
trustees appointed by the governor must be officers or employes of municipalities 
participating in the Fund as follows: a member of a governing body, a chief execu- 
tive officer, a chief finance officer, and a general employe. Each appointive trustee 
must be from a different county. 

Separate accounts are to be maintained for each employe and for each included 
municipality. Each municipality pays the costs of providing benefits for its own 
employes. Investment earnings and risks and mortality risks are averaged over the 
entire group. 

Annuities and benefits are not assignable nor subject to garnishment or attach- 
ment. 


Next the Committee will give a statement of the coverage of the Wisconsin Fund, 
then generalizations on the two plans, followed by a parallel comparison of the two. 
Coverage of the Wisconsin Fund 

In discussing the Wisconsin Municipal Retirement Fund it should be noted that: 

1. This Fund covers only employees (for our purposes, only librarians) on muni- 
cipal pay rolls; librarians in private or state institutions are in no wise eligible for 
participation. 

2. No librarian or municipal employee may participate unless the city or village 
by which he is employed decides to participate. A librarian as an individual may 
not join outside of the municipality. 

8. When a city or village decides to join, then “all eligible personnel ... are 
automatically included.’* Also “it is not possible for any employee to decide to 
stay out of the retirement system.” In other words, to join or not to join the Fund 
is in no wise whatsoever optional with the individual. The decision to participate is 
made by his governing body, namely, by his city council or village board, or by a 
municipal referendum. The individual as such has positively no choice in the matter. 

4, Teacher-librarians who are eligible for “the statewide teachers’ retirement 
system pursuant to chapter 42 of the Wisconsin Statutes” and teacher-librarians 
in villages of the 4th class where schools operate under the school district system 
(entirely separate from the city or village) are excluded from participation. 

5. The city of Milwaukee is excluded from participation. 


Generalizations 

A few generalizations on both plans might be noted before we start comparison. 

1. The Wisconsin plan is essentially a socialized protective plan controlled by the 
state and existing solely for the benefit of municipal employees. The A. L. A. plan 
is commercial and exists first of all for profit; all other motives are subordinated 
to this major objective. As a consequence, by its very nature it cannot yield the 
sociological benefit that the Wisconsin plan can; it cannot return as much to society 
as the Wisconsin plan can. 

2. The Wisconsin: plan pays equal annuities to men and women alike. The 
A. L. A. plan pays less to women than to men. We should note also that the major- 
ity of municipal employees are men and that librarians are mostly women; conse- 
quently, since men do not live as long as women do, the Wisconsin plan works to 
the double advantage of the library profession. 

8. As stated earlier, the Wisconsin plan is controlled by a board of trustees of 
the state, its annuity rates determined and revised by said board of trustees on 
the basis of actuarial statistics. The A. L. A. plan is revised (actuarially) by a 





* There is one exception to this: “If... there is in operation a retirement system applicable to 
certain employes, the city council or village board may exclude such persons from the . . . Fund 
if notice is received by the board or trustees prior to the effective date.” 
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force entirely beyond the control of A. L. A. and so far has been revised at Jeast 
three times, each time to the disadvantage of librarians and in favor of the com- 
pany holding the contract. 

4, The Wisconsin plan is limited geographically to Wisconsin. An employee may 
move from one participating municipality to another and still retain and continue 
his full retirement credits but if he moves out of the state he necessarily discon- 
tinues his state retirement relations. In the A. L. A. plan he may move from one 
city to another anywhere in the U. S. or Canada or may even leave the profession 
entirely and still remain in the retirement plan. In other words the Wisconsin plan 
is essentially local and, for practical purposes, limited to public librarians, whereas 
the A. L. A. is international and includes librarians of every type. Here we have 
the advantages of the A. L. A. plan over the Wisconsin plan. 


Parallel Comparison 
The following is a parallel comparison of the two plans, point by point. In the 
column on the left are the provisions of the Wisconsin plan and in the column on 
the right are those of the A. L. A. 


WISCONSIN PLAN A. L. A. PLAN 


Personnel Included 
Only municipal employees (for purposes of this All librarians who have completed 2 years’ serv- 


report, only librarians on municipal pay rolls) ice in library work and are members of 

in Wisconsin; must have completed 6 months’ A. L. A. or work in a library that is an 

continuous service for their municipality. A. L. A. member. 
Financing 
Employee pays: Employee pays: 

5% of salary (Mandatory) Approximately 5% of salary (Mandatory) 
(Earnings in excess of $250.00 per month Additional monthly contributions (Optional) 
disregarded) —maximum: $100.00; minimum: $2.00. 

Additional annuity (Optional) up to 5% of Additional lump sum contributions (Optional) 
salary in multiples of 4%. in multiples of $100.00—-maximum in year: 


$5000.00; minimum in year: $100.00. 


Employer pays (Mandatory) Employer may pay (Optional) 
5%-of employee’s salary 4/5 of employee’s mandatory contribution 
Prior service credits (See Prior Service Credit (or approximately 4% of employee’s salary) 
below) “Past service recognition” (See Prior Service 
Additional disability annuities Credit below) 


Additional death benefits 
Administration costs. 


Prior Service Credit 


Mandatory. “Past service recognition is a matter for the 

Paid by municipality. consideration of individual libraries. . . . Two 

Makes retirement system effective immediately. possibilities are suggested.” (For the “Two 

Municipality has three options: possibilities” see the ‘Retirement plan” 
1.The “one” plan: “Credit . . . for prior pamphlet (1941) p. 11) 


service equivalent to the accumulated value, 
at 3% interest.” (In other words, the em- 
ployer’s contribution of 5% of employee’s 
salary for period of his past employment 
plus compound interest at 3%) 

. The “two” plan: the above plus an addi- 
tional 5% that the employee would have 
paid plus 83% interest. (In other words, 10% 
of the employee’s salary for period of past 
employment plus compound interest at 3%) 
. The “one and one half” plan: same as the 
“two” plan except that municipality adds 
1% of what employee would have paid plus 
interest. (In other words, 744% of em- 
ployee’s salary for period of past employ- 
ment plus compound interest at 3%) 


te 


aw 
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Disability Annuity 

“A participating employe will be eligible for a None. 

disability annuity if he becomes both totally 

and permanently disabled, either mentally or 

physically, no matter how or where this dis- 

ability is incurred. This is regardless of age 

or length of service.” 
“The amount of the disability annuity is the 

greater of the following: (a) the amount 

which can be provided at that age from the 

total accumulations in his account, or (b) 

25% of the final earnings of the employe plus 

the annuity that can be provided from any 

accumulated additional contributions.” 


In Event of Death 
Before retirement and still in service: benefici- Before retirement: beneficiary will receive per- 


ary will receive $500.00 or sum of total ac- sonal contributions (without interest) only. 
cumulated normal and additional credits, (The library’s contributions are neither re- 
whichever is greater. turned nor credited to the library) 

Before retirement but after separation from Note: The library’s contributions are credited 


municipal service: beneficiary will receive sum 
of personal contributions of employee only, 
together with interest thereon to the date of 


in the sense that they are figured in the aver- 
ages so that library’s contribution need be 
only 4% of employee’s salary to develop an 


separation from service; no municipal credit annuity equal to that developed by 5% of 

will be paid. employee’s contribution of Salary. (P. 12 of 
After retirement: beneficiary will receive excess A. L. A. Retirement Plan.) 

of total personal contributions with interest After retirement: beneficiary will receive any 

over total annuity payments made to annui- excess in the amount of the annuitant’s total 

tant. The same holds in the case of a rever- contributions over the total of retirement an- 

sionary annuitant. nuities paid. 


(Any annuitant may also provide for a “‘rever- 
sionary annuity” for a designated beneficiary 
or he may ask that the balance of his credit 
be converted into a reversionary annuity for 
a designated beneficiary providing it will pay 
at least $10.00 per month. If less than $10.00 
per month the beneficiary will get it in a 
lump sum.) 


Withdrawal from Service or Profession 
Upon withdrawal from municipal service prior Upon withdrawal from profession prior to retire- 
to retirement, annuitant may: ment, annuitant may: 

Leave credits in Fund to provide retire- Leave contributions with Metropolitan Life 
ment annuity at later date after he has Insurance Company and receive annuity 
sufficient credits and has attained age 55. at normal retirement based on total con- 

Elect a separation benefit. (See Separation tributions up to date of withdrawal. 
From Plan below) Personally continue contributions to Metro- 

politan annually and receive normal an- 
nuity at age of retirement. 
Receive a cash surrender value. (See Sepa- 
ration From Plan below) 
Separation from Plan 














Separation benefit in form of sum of all con- Cash surrender value, without interest, accord- 

tributions made by employee only plus interest ing to following table: 
credited thereon. No municipality credits or R6t OGM es 90% 
interest thereon are available as a separation 2d year.. 92% 
benefit. CO BOD co cccciicc tutions 94% 

UE OR oo cksciercvrrgeeetedee ican 96% 

5th year 98% 

6th year and after.....................:.. 100% 

Retirement 


Optional at 55. 


Normal at 65; earlier retirement may be ar- 
Compulsory at 65. 


ranged providing contributions have continued 

Exceptions: at least 10 years. Such earlier retirement 

Employees of special qualifications may be necessitates adjustment downward in retire- 
granted one-year extensions (with re- ment annuity. 
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newals) by their council. ‘ 

Employees in service at time a municipality 
joins system ray serve after 65 until 
their retirement annuity equals 25% of 
their final annual earnings. 


Annuities 
The same for men and women. Greater for men than for women (because of 
Cannot begin prior to age 55 nor prior to ter- greater longevity of women) 
mination of employment with all participating Determined from actuarial statistics. 
municipalities or with the state. All rates since April 1, 1942, subject to re- 
“Determined from actuarial and interest tables vision. (Latest revision: April 1, 1945) 
adopted by the board of trustees.” Subject to Maximum possible annuity: $6000.00. 
revision by board, such revision to be deter- Annuities amounting to less than $10.00 per 
mined from actuarial statistics. month at retirement are paid out in full in 
Maximum normal annuity not to exceed 50% of . form of cash surrender. (See Separation From 
employee’s highest salary. (Everything in ex- Plan above) 


cess of $250.00 per month is disregarded) 

Employee may purchase additional annuity to 

the extent of 5% additional contributions 

from his salary. 

Annuities amounting to less than $10.00 per 

month at retirement are paid out in full in 

form of separation benefit. (See Separation 

From Plan above) 

Respectfully submitted, 

ELIZABETH M. FABER 
Mary C. SHEMORRY 
Emory C. SKARSHAUG, Chairman 


Appendix 


A table is reproduced below which shows the cost and returns, based on an an- 
nual salary of $2000.00, for individuals joining the respective plans at 35 and 
retiring at 65. 


Employee’s Employer's Total Annual Monthly 

Contribution Contribution Contri- Annuity Annuity 

Plan Sex Annual Total Annual _ Total bution forLife for Life 

Wisconsin Men & 100 3000 100 3000 6000 952.36 179.36 
Plan Women 

A. L. A. Non- Men 96 2880 —_—_-  —— 2880 310.72 25.89 

Contributory Plan Women 96 2880 —_ ——_—s_- 2880 )«=266.40 22.20 

A. L. A. Men 96 2880 76.80 2304 5184 640.77 53.40 


Contributory Plan Women 96 2880 76.80 2304 5184 528.99 44.08 


Bibliography 
American Library Association. Retirement plan; effective April 1, 1933; amended 
as applicable to members first covered on or after April 1, 1941. Chicago, IIl., 
1941. 16 p. 
Tables revised again as of April 1, 1945; there should be a new edition of 
this work out by this time. 


Wisconsin Municipal Retirement Fund. Handbook of Information. Madison 3, Wis., 
Oct. 11, 1944. 32 p. 


———— [A reprint of the section 66:90 of the Wisconsin Statutes of 1943, which 
governs the operation of the Fund . . .] Madison, Wis. [1943] p. 1044-1056. 
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Scholarship Committee considered 
two candidates for the scholarship. Af- 
ter due consideration three of the com- 
mittee voted for Miss Iris Precourt of 


Stevens Point. The chairman of the com- 
mittee did not vote. 


AILEBN MACGEORGE, Chairman 


STATE-WIDE LIBRARY SERVICE 


A short time after the State-Wide Li- 
brary Service Committee was formed it 
found there was a bill introduced before 
the legislature pertaining to state-wide 
library service. 

On February 6, 1945 Bill 157A. was 
introduced by John Schneider, Jr., She- 
boygan. The bill provided an appropria- 
tion clause to read: “Annually, begin- 
ning July 1, 1945, $150,000 for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the provisions of 
section 48.10.” 43.10 of the statutes to 
read: “The Free Library Commission 
shall provide for the state-wide exten- 
sion, improvement, stimulation, and 
equalization of library service as an es- 
sential agency for general education for 
democracy. The funds made available 
under section 20.14 (5) shall be admin- 
istered and allocated by the commission 
under rules and regulations adopted by 
the Commission and directed solely to 
accomplish such purposes. Such rules 
and regulations, in providing for the al- 
location of funds, shall take into con- 
sideration local needs, area and popula- 
tion to be served, potential local sup- 
port, and such other factors as the com- 
mission may determine to be of im- 
portance in best accomplishing the pur- 
poses stated.” 

This bill was the same as a bill intro- 
duced on this subject in a previous ses- 
sion of the legislature known as the 
Wheelock bill. 

Last year’s State-Wide Library Serv- 
ice Committee proposed that the legis- 
lature be asked for a sum of money to 
be used in a demonstration of regional 
library service in a given area. The re- 
port was accepted by the W. L. A. 
However, Assemblyman Schneider was 


interested in doing something to extend 
library service, consulted C. B. Lester, 
and decided to introduce the bill as out- 
lined above. 


Bill 157A. had a hearing before the 
Assembly Education Committee Febru- 
ary 14 and was favorably reported by 
this committee two days later. The bill 
then had a hearing before the Joint Fi- 
nance Committee. This committee took 
no action to report the bill back to the 
Assembly. Finally in the clean-up at the 
end of the session, the bill was recalled 
on June 16 and indefinitely postponed 
by a vote of 42 to 29. Mr. Lester has 
pointed out that this is the first time 
we have had a record vote on this mat- 
ter. 


Library people of the state were urged 
through the WLA News-Letter and 
otherwise to support the bill and get 
others behind the bill. In addition to 
newspaper write-ups Mr. Schneider gave 
a fine radio talk on the subject over 
WHA and WLBL. 


To get library service to people in 
communities without it those people 
must actively support the library service 
idea. To provide service through a state 
appropriation the general public of the 
state must support the idea. Therefore, 
if this organization desires the extension 
of library service it should first build 
public support for the idea. A public 
relations program reaching all the peo- 
ple of the state might be the answer to 
this problem as well as being generally 
beneficial to libraries. 


Sysit C. SCHUETTE 
MARTHA B. MERRELL 
Epwarp W. LYNcH, Chairman 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library 
Association, Assembled at its 54th An- 
nual Convention at Milwaukee, on Fri- 
day, October 25, 19465. 

1. We have again met here amid the 
abundant hospitality of Mr. Krug and 
his staff, which we have so often been 
privileged to enjoy at former meetings. 
Many indeed have contributed to the 
swift planning and execution, under the 
leadership of our President, which has 
been necessary to organize this program 
in the brief time available since the 
tenseness of war has been eased by the 
order to “Cease Firing.” While recog- 
nizing the work of all, may we here 
record the names of those who carried 
perhaps the greater responsibility, in 
the belief that they will pass on to their 
associates our appreciation for this unit- 
ed, yet wide-spread effort. 

For Ticket Sales: To Mrs. Weller, Mrs. 
Fortman, and Miss Ruth Stockhausen. 
Here we pause to extend our sincere 
sympathy and hopes for early recovery 
of health to Miss Nell Brady, whose ill- 
ness alone prevented her usual active 
participation. 

For Exhibits: To Miss Virginia Kahl. 
For Banquet Plans: To Miss Ruth Biller 
and Miss Pearl Jetson. And here we in- 
clude our great satisfaction that our 
friend Mr. Samuel A. McKillop has again 
found it possible to join with us. 

As Assistant to Mr. Seebach: To Mr. 
William Tupper. 

2. We are under renewed obligations 
to the Business Bureau of the Milwau- 
kee Chamber of Commerce, under the 
immediate direction of Mr. Alvin Mon- 
roe, for assistance at the registration 
desk. 

38. The management and staff of the 
Schroeder Hotel again have our appre- 
ciation for comfortable housing of our 
meetings and effective layout for exhib- 
itors. 

4. Once more in the inexorable march 
of time we reach the retirement from 
more active participation in librarian- 
ship in Wisconsin of colleagues who have 





labored valiantly with us. We extend our 
good wishes for long continued enjoy- 
ment of well earned leisure. 


Mrs. Louise D, Culver, librarian at Bar- 
aboo. 

Miss Ether Friedel, librarian at Jeffer- 
son since 1927. 

Miss Lillie Hussander, for 14 years li- 
brarian at Sharon. 

Mrs. J. C. Johnson, for 13 years librar- 
ian at Amery. 

Miss Minnie Knudson, librarian at Spar- 
to for 22 years. 

Mrs. Marjorie L. Lapp, librarian at Wis- 
consin Dells. 

Mrs. Frank E. Miller, librarian at Del- 
avan. 

Mrs. Carrie Nicklas, librarian at Platte- 
ville since 1910. 

Miss Alma M. Runge, of the faculty of 
the Library School since 1923. 

5. As always we sadly record here 
the passing to the land beyond of those 
whose labor on earth has been ended. 
The memory of these co-workers in our 
chosen field of service remains enshrined 
among us. 

Miss Harriet A. Chandler, librarian at 
Montfort. 

Miss Hattie A. Doolittle, for 45 years 
librarian at Beaver Dam. 

Miss Cora Lansing, for 22 years librar- 
ian at Wausau until her retirement 
in 1936. 

Mrs. Sarah S. B. Poukey, librarian at 
Cumberland for 29 years. 

Mrs. O. M. Sattre, member of the board 
at Rice Lake for 33 years. 

Miss Caroline W. D. Voswinkel, librar- 
ian at Tomah from the establishment 
of the library in 1901. 

6. We enroll these resolutions in the 
permanent record of this Convention and 
direct the Secretary to send an appropri- 
ate statement of our action to the per- 
sons concerned. 

C. B. Lester 





We, the Children’s Librarians of Wis- 
consin, wish to call attention to the 
serious situation that exists in Library 





a TE gO 














ee ere cae 





January, 1946 


Service to Children in the State. 

Many libraries are without adequate 
Children’s Departments, 

Children’s service is given, in many 
instances, by untrained assistants. 

Children’s Librarians are leaving the 
state or entering other types of library 
work, 

Fewer young women are entering the 
field of Children’s Library Service. 
To remedy this situation we offer the 
following recommendations: 

That full recognition be given to Chil- 
dren’s Librarianship as a profession. 

That salaries for the position of Chil- 
dren’s Librarian be on a par with that 
of the other professionally trained staff 
members. 
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That recognition be given to Chil- 
dren’s work as an important and neces- 
sary part of Library Service. 

That recognition be given to trained 
Children’s Librarians as important and 
necessary members of the professional 
staff. 

That the trained Children’s Librarians 
should be given a free hand to formulate 
and carry out a program with children, 
teachers and parents, according to the 
standards set up by recognized library 
schools. 

That head librarians present to their 
boards requirements needed for the posi- 
tion of Children’s Librarian, and these 
standards maintained to bring the work 
in Wisconsin on a par with other states. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Eleanor Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Appleton. “The Appleton Free Public 
Library is broadcasting direct from the 
Library over the local station hookup. 
Our ‘Story-Time Lady’ is Miss Helen 
Day, woman’s director of station WHBY. 
The first story-hour was attended by 
over 300 children, who filled the story- 
hour room to over-flowing, making it 
necessary for about 100 to sit in the 
regular children’s room and listen to 
the radio. 


“As a regular feature of the pro- 
gram each week, five or six children are 
permitted to talk over the air. These 
boys and girls send cards to the ‘Story- 
Time Lady’ during the week, indicating 
their wish to appear on the air. Each 
Saturday before the broadcast, the cards 
are put into a box and a child is permit- 
ted to draw out the names of those who 
are to be the ‘special guests’ for the 
day. 


“The Story-Hour is broadcast each 
Saturday morning from 10:30 to 11:00 
and is an educational feature of the 
local station WHBY.” 


Mary Malnar, children’s librarian, has 
resigned. 


Black River Falls. The library was 
closed temporarily for repairs after a 
fire in the furnace room November 26. 


Green Bay. Helen Gerber is the new 
cataloger, coming from a similar posi- 
tion in the Iowa State College, Ames. 

The Brown County Board has in- 
creased the 1946 appropriation for coun- 
ty work through the Green Bay library 
to $10,000. 


Jefferson. Kathleen Neis, librarian, has 
resigned to take a position as branch 
librarian in Green Bay. 


Juneau. The Dodge County Board 
again voted a $5,000 appropriation for 
the new County Children’s Library. (see 
Dec. WLB) 


Kenosha. Delourise Layman has been 
appointed librarian in charge of the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library. 

Agnes Melantine has been appointed 
head of the catalog department. 


Manawa. Bernice Stanley is now librar- 
ian. 


Merrill. H. V. Kaltenborn, radio, com- 
mentator, presented a gift of $2,000 to 
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the T. B. Scott Free Library for the 
purchase of books for young people. 

Mr. Kaltenborn, who lived in Mer- 
rill from 1891 to 1902, wrote the board, 
“As a youngster, I profited so much 
from the books I was able to get out of 
the library that I want to help others 
enjoy the same advantage.” 


Superior. Phebe Booth has resigned to 
accept a position as cataloger in the 
Waukegan, Illinois, public library. 

Emily Henriks has joined the staff as 
assistant cataloger. 


Waukesha. Carroll College. Joseph S. 
Jackson succeeds Emory C. Skarshaug 
as librarian. 
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Public Library. Eva M. Un- 
grodt, children’s librarian, has married 
Fred Madigan and has resigned. 





Beverly J. Hills has resigned as cata- 
loger. 


Wausau. Miss Krause writes, ‘The 
county budget for 1946 is $4,000, plus 
the gift of about 1,000 volumes from 
the County Normal library which is be- 
ing disbanded.” 


West Allis. Doris L. Hidde has resigned 
as reference librarian to accept a posi- 
tion in the Flint, Michigan, Public Li- 
brary. 


NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Bibliography 


Mary Luella, Sister, ed. The Catholic 
booklist, 1942-1945. 1945. 101p. Ros- 
ary College, pa., 50c 028 


“An annotated bibliography, for the most 
part Catholic in authorship or subject matter, 
chosen as a guide to the recreational and in- 
structional reading of the Catholic layman,” 
sponsored by the Library Science department of 
Rosary College, River Forest, Ill. Public li- 
braries will find it a useful checklist. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Bates, M. Searle. Religious liberty; an 
inquiry. 1945. 604p. Harper, $3.50. 
261.7 


Study made under the auspices of a joint 
committee representing the Federal Council of 
Churches and the Foreign Missions Conference. 
The inquiry begins with the situation as it 
exists today, with special case studies of Soviet 
Russia, the Moslem countries, Spain, Germany 
and other areas of major conflict, with Gres 
Britain and the United States treated as repre- 
senting “minor issues.’ The historical treat- 
ment is given secondary place, followed by 
conclusions and proposals. An important work 
for larger libraries. 


See Booklist 42:69 N. 1 ’45. 


Bell, Bernard Iddings. God is not dead. 
1945. 185p. Harper, $1.50. 230 


In preparing a series of sermons to be de- 
livered in Trinity Church, New York city, the 
author asked some fifty men and women to 
state for him their most pressing spiritual prob- 
lem. On their answers, which fell, he says, into 
three definite categories, he based the talks 
printed in this book. It includes also a series of 
five sermons on the peace, which have gained 
in significance, rather than lost, since they 
were written in November, 1943. 


Cohen, Armond E, All God’s children; a 
Jew speaks. 1945. 104p. Macmillan, 
$1.50. 296 


In a direct, simple, and yet engaging manner 
a young Jewish rabbi explains Jewish beliefs 
and customs. The first chapter, Where do we 
come from, is an excellent condensation of 
Jewish history. An explanation of religious 
practices follows, with later chapters answer- 
ing some of the common charges against the 
Jews, that they “own the country,” that they 
are all Capitalists on one hand, Communists 
on the other. A most admirable little book and 
likely to provide a better approach to the sub- 
ject for the average person than the more pas- 
sionate One destiny by Sholem Asch. 


Cousins, Norman. Modern man is ob- 
solete. 1945. 59p. Viking, $1. 172.4 


A somewhat revised and expanded version 
of an essay which appeared in the Saturday 
Review of Literature. The plea is for a world 
government as the only way of meeting the 
problem created by the atomic bomb. 


See Booklist 42:108 D. 1 °45. 
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Gesell, Arnold. How a baby grows. 1945. 
[83p.] illus. Harper, $2. 136.7 


This pictorial summary of a baby’s growth 
and devélopment should interest mothers of 
young children for purposes of comparison. 
Over 800 pictures arranged in sequences “to 
indicate the hidden forces of growth which 
shape the baby’s behavior day by day, month 
by month.” 


See Booklist 42:90 N. 15 °45. 


Hawkridge, Emma. The wisdom tree. 
1945. 502p. illus. Houghton, $3.50. 
290 


beginning with primitive beliefs in magic, 
the author's treatment follows the growth of 
religious beliefs and practices as they devel- 
oped into the great religions of both eastern 
and western worlds. Neither pedantic nor pop 
ularized, the book should be found stimulating 
by any reader of inquiring mind. 


See Booklist 42:108 D. 1 °45. 
Social Science 


Chase, Stuart. Tomorrow’s trade; prob- 
lems of our foreign commerce. 1945. 
156p. 20th Century Fund, $1. 382 


Although Mr. Chase’s topic is tomorrow's 
trade, much of the book is tuken up with u 
review of the past. A simple exposition of the 
nature of foreign trade is followed by five chap- 
ters of retrospect, covering the 19th century 
era of free trade, the make-shifts and ecomprom- 
ises of the 20's and 30's, down to the war and 
its consequences, Vrospects for a world state 
and a discussion of the Big Three then lead to 
a view of New Roads. The Sth in the author's 
series on the postwar world, 


Duggan, Anne S. and others. Condition- 
ing exercises for girls and women. 
1945. 116p. illus. Barnes, $2.50. 

371.73 


Exercises, lesson plans and musical scores 
make this a book for use by the instructor in 
high school or college. 


See Booklist 42:90 N. 15 °45. 


Johnsen, Julia E., comp. Peacetime con- 
scription. 1945. 327p. Wilson, $1.25. 
355 

The case both for and against military train- 


ing is presented in a volume of the Reference 
Shelf. 
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Sickles, Alice L. Around the world in 
St. Paul. 1945. 262p. illus. Univ. of 
Minn. Press, $3. 325.73 


This book forms an interesting footnote to 
Louis Adamie’s various writings on racial 
groups in American life. It tells of the na- 
tionalities represented in the city of St. Paul, 
of the work of tne International Institute in 
helping them to make adjustments, and then 
more particularly describes the Folk Festival 
which bas become an annual event since its 
introduction back in the 1930's. Illustrated 
from photographs of Festival participants in 
costume. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Andrews, Roy Chapman. Meet your an- 
cestors. 1945. 259p. illus. Viking, $3. 
573 


Popularized anthropology. The author at- 
tempts to tell in brief form all that can be 
known of our primitive ancestors through such 
discoveries as the Neanderthal man, the Heidel- 
berg man, and others, down to the recent find- 
ings in this country which indicate the one- 
time existence of a Folsom man. Satisfactory 
for the reader who wants a brief introduction 
to the subject. 


See Booklist 42:105 D. 1 °45. 


Merrill, Elmer D. Plant life of the Paci- 
fic world. 1945. 295p. illus. Macmillan, 
$3.50. 580 


he vast region covered by this volume of 
the Pacific World series is unusually rich in 
plant life. “In the Philippines alone, some 
9,500 species of higher plants are now known. 

. . The New England states and New York 
combined support only avout one-third as many 
plant species as the Philippines.’ A book at- 
tempting to cover this vast field might have 
been a mere catalog, but by wise selection and 
organization the author has made this one read- 
able as well as informative. Other recent addi- 
tions to the series are: Insects of the Pacific 
World by C. Hi. Curran, Reptiles of the Pacific 
world, by Arthur Loveridge, and Fishes and 
shella of the Pacific world, by John T. Nichols 
and Paul Bartsch. 


Shannon, Fred A. The farmer’s last 
frontier: Agriculture, 1860-1897. 
1945. 434p. illus, Farrar, $5. 630.973 


Published as Volume 5 of an Economic his- 
tory of the United States, this book offers an 
important study of the development of agricul- 
ture in the period covered. Farm Mechanization, 
the Agrarian uprising, and Cooperative move- 
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ments are among special topics treated. For 
the student rather than the general reader, is 
more suitable for coliege and larger libraries, 


Shepard, Ward. Food or famine. 1945. 
225p. illus. Macmillan, $3. 631.4 


The problem of soil erosion is here viewed 
in relation to the world’s food needs. Misman- 
agement of land is world-wide, not limited to 
the United States, but has come home to us 
more dramatically since drouth and dust bowls 
brought it to our attention. The program out- 
lined in the book is directed to the solution of 
our own problem, through an extension of the 
agencies now existing, and their closer integra- 
tion. 


Fine Arts 


Dwiggins, Clare V. Bill’s diary. 1945. 
288p. illus. Stanton & Lee, Sauk City, 
Wis., $2. 741 


A series of comic-strip cartoons devoted to 
boy life in an American small town. ‘Bill does 
everything that an average American boy does 
or dreams of doing,” says August Derleth, who 
writes an Introduction which is in itself an 
essay on the small boy in American literature 
and art. 


Literature 


Baird, A. Craig, comp. Representative 
American speeches, 1944-45. 328p. 
Wilson, $1.25. 808.5 


Topics relating to the progress of the war 
and its end naturally dominate in this selection 
of public speeches made during the past year. 
Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ed- 
ward Stettinius, Eric A. Johnston, Henry A. 
Wallace and President Truman are among the 
speakers represented. 


Curtis, Charles P., jr. and Greenslet, 
Ferris, eds. The practical cogitator. 
1945. 577p. Houghton, $3. 808.8 


This anthology, the preface explains, is meant 
for the thinker, not for the feeler. In their 
selections the editors were determined to in- 
clude “nothing purely imspirational, nothing 
sentimental. And yet nothing cynical. ... 
Nothing that is not worth rereading.’’ May be 
better for personal ownership than for library 
circulation, although larger libraries might 
have a place for it. 


See Booklist 42:92 N. 15 °45. 
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Kaye-Smith, Sheila. Kitchen fugue. 1945. 
2165p. Harper, $2.75. 828 


Starting out to tell of her own experience 
learning to cook in wartime, the author wan- 
ders discursively into other fields. Not of wide 
appeal, although those who enjoy the light- 
essay type of reading will like it and find it a 
source of insight into English as contrasted 
with American ways. 


See Booklist 42:34 O. 1 °45. 


Lee, Charles, ed. North, East, South, 
West; a regional anthology of Ameri- 
can writing. 1945. 5658p. Howell, Sos- 
kin, $3.70. 810.8 or 820.8 


Representative writing from tve regions: 
New England, the Middle Atlantic states, the 
south, the middle west, and Far west. Each 
section has a special editor, who contributes an 
introduction. A. C. Spectorsky, of the Chicago 
Sun, was chosen to edit the Middle western 
section which contains, among others, writings 
by Carl Sandburg, Opie Read, Edgar Lee Mas- 
ters, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Sher- 
wood Anderson, and sinclair Lewis. 


MacDonald, Betty. The egg and I. 1945. 
278p. Lippincott, $2.75. 818 or 828 


Married at 18 to Bob, some dozen years old- 
er, the author went to live on a small chicken 
ranch in the Puget Sound area. She didn’t like 
it. She didn’t like anything about it, either 
the chickens, the climate, the Indians, or the 
heighbors, who were a sorry degenerate lot 
surely. In no hesitant terms she tells what 
she didn’t like and way. Sometimes humorous, 
often ribald, but more of the time bitter. 
Strongest appeal wlil be to those who have 
tried chickens or some other country adventure 
without liking it. 


See Booklist 42:56 O. 15 °45. 


Meisenhelder, Rachel. God bless our 
aunts. 1945, 262p. Whittlesey House, 
$2.50. 818 or 828 


Family chronicles continue. This one tells of 
an Irish family from Maryland who settle 
among the Pennsylvania Dutch, the two young 
lady daughters, Gussie and Lucy, who marry 
into local families, becoming the two aunts 
about whom the author writes with affection 
and humor. 


History and Travel 
Arne, Sigrid. United nations primer. 


1945. 156p. Farrar, bds., $1.25. 
940.5381 
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Small volume summarizing 15 international 
conferences, from the Atlantic charter 1941 to 
San Francisco, 1945. Popular in style, with the 
text of agreements reached following each sum- 
mary. Handy for reference use. 


See Booklist 42:92 N. 15 '45. 


Buck, Pearl S. Talk about Russia with 
Masha Scott. 1945. 128p. John Day, 
$1.75. 914.7 


Masha Scott is the wife of John Scott, author 
vf Beyond the Urals. Living now in America 
she has answered Pearl Buck’s questions about 
what life is like in Russia. Her answers cover 
vague childhood memories of pre-revolutionary 
days, village life under the new collectivist 
regime, student days in Moscow, further study 
and work in the new industrial city of Mazg- 
nitogorsk, Asked in onclusion what she con- 
siders best in the Soviet system. she replied 
“Security.” The questions appear to have been 
somewhat “slanted” and Masha’'s attitude is, 
as one would expect, favorable to her home 
land. 


Busch, Noel F. Lost continent. 1945. 
204p. Harper, $2.50. 914 


A correspondent for the magazine Life gives 
his impressions of Europe in the late summer 
of 1945, after the cessation of hostilities. Chap- 
ters cover Yugoslavia, Italy, Germany, France. 
the Low countries and tngland. 


Davis, Julia. The Shenandoah. (Rivers 
of America) 1945, 374p. illus. Farrar, 
$2.50. 975.5 


The story of the Shenandoah river is the 
story of the valley which bears that name. The 
central fact in the story of the valley is its 
part in the Civil war, as the arrangement of 
the material into tnree parts indicates: Prom- 
ise; Holocaust; Recovery. One of the outstand- 
ing books in the series from the point of view 
of historical significance and narrative interest, 


Gillmore, Margalo and Collinge, Patricia. 
The B. O. W. S. 1945. 1738p. illus. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 940.53 


When they told Katherine Cornell that The 
Barretts of Wimpole street was no play to 
choose for men overseas, she persisted. The 
Barretts was the best she had to give and she 
wanted to give her best or nothing. The story 
of the company’s tour tells how magnificently 
she was justified. Will have an especial appeal 
to all who have any interest in the theater. 


Le Seuer, Meridel. North Star country. 
1945. 327p. Duell, $3. 917.7 
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To the series which already covers Desert 
country, by Edwin Corle, Mormon country, by 
Wallace Stegner, Short grass country, by Stan- 
ley Vestal, and some 10 other volumes, is added 
now this book on tue North star country cen- 
tering about Minnesota. Wisconsin at one edge 
is touched on rather lightly; so too the Dako- 
tas at the west; but primarily it is a Minne- 
sota book. And a very good one. The lusty spir- 
it of pioneer days, the stern rigors of the cli- 
mate and the hardy vreed of men developed are 
eloquently presenteu. Indian troubles, the Farm 
Iloliday, labor disputes and other matters enter 
in too; all in a style somewhat suggestive of 
Carl Sandburg or, at times, of Walt Whitman. 


Lyon, Marguerite. Fresh from the hills. 
1945. 2838p. illus. Bobbs, $3. 917.78 


The author of Take to the hills has more 
stories to tell of her Uzark mountain farm and 
her Ozark mountain neighbors. Some of the 
sketches have appeared in the author's column 
in the Chicago Sunday Tribune. All are filled 
with the warm-heartedness of country living. 
Expressive illustrations by Lois Fisher, author 
of Cartooning for fun and profit (BULLETIN, 
N. 45) are in keeping with the text and add 
much to.the entertainment quality of the book. 


Milne, Caleb. I dream of the day —. 
1945. 122p. Longmans, $2. 940.53 


Letters written from Africa by a young am- 
bulance driver who was killed in May of 1943. 
Beautifully written and revealing a rare per- 
sonality in the writer, they emphasize anew 
the senseless waste of war. Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings contributes a brief introduction. 


See Booklist 42:78 N. 1 745. 


Morgenthau, Henry. Germany is our 
problem. 1945. 239p. Harper, $2. 
940.531 


A book setting forth Mr. Morgenthau’s much 
publicized program for a hard peace. 


See Booklist 42:93 N. 15 °45. 


Sundborg, George. Opportunity in Alas- 
ka. 1945. 3802p. illus. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 917.98 


Any young man seriously interested in the 
opportunities Alaska may have to offer as a 
place of work and residence will find here what 
he wants. Factual information about the coun- 
try, its advantages and disadvantages, as well 
as specific information about opportunities in 
agriculture, forest industries, fishing, mining, 
transportation and other fields, make it a use- 
ful work for general reference as well. 


See Booklist 42:93 N. 15 °45, 
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Campbell, Gordon. Famous American 


athletes of today; ninth series. 1945. 
8357p. illus. Page, $2.75. 920 


The ninth volume in this popular series, Base- 
ball players predominate, although such sports 
as horse racing, hockey and track are also rep- 
resented, as well as football, with an addition- 
al chapter on Amos Alonzo Stagg, football’s 
grand old man. 


See Booklist 42:93 N. 15 °45, 


Cobb, Elisabeth. My wayward parent; a 
book about Irvin S. Cobb. 1945. 255p. 
Bobbs, $2.50. 921 


Irvin Cobb’s aaughter writes of her father 
as she remembered him and as she had heard 
of his early life from her mother, as well as 
from himself. Interesting as a success story, 
of a poor boy from Paducah who risked all to 
win fame and fortune as a writer in New York, 
but less good than it would have been if the 
author had been content to write more simply. 


See Booklist 42:109 D. 1 '45. 


Croy, Homer. Wonderful neighbor. 1945. 
204p. illus. Harper, $2.50. 921 


This pleasantly reminiscent narrative of a 
boyhood on a Missouri farm is a companion 
volume to the author’s Country cured (BUL- 
LETIN. N. °48). This time there is less about 
his own farm and family, more about a neigh- 
bor, who was a good farmer, good neighbor and 
natural born community leader. Also a good 
guide and counselor for a growing boy. Will 
please any reader of country background. 


Gray, Austin K. Teresa; or, her demon 
lover. 1945. 385p. Scribner, $3.50. 
921 


In somewhat ictionized form the author has 
revived an episode in the life of Lord Byron, 
telling the story of Teresa, Countess (uiccioli, 
his “last and most persistent inamorata.”’ Writ- 
ten with a light sophisticated touch, is a book 
for larger libraries. 


Service, Robert W. Ploughman of the 
moon. 1945. 472p. Dodd, $3.50. 921 


This autobiography covers the author's life 
from boyhood days in Scotland up to the begin- 
ning of the first world war. His life has been 
adventurous, but, someway, the book has less 
excitement than one expects. Interest will cen- 
ter chiefly in his life in the Yukon and the 
circumstances under which his first sensation- 
ally popular volume of verse, Rhymes of a 
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Sourdough, came to be written and published. 
Will no doubt be followed by a second instal- 
ment, 


See Booklist 42:55 O. 15 ’45. 


Whicher, George F. Walden revisited. 
1945. 93p. Packard & Co., $2. 921 


This is a reappraisal of Thoreau’s thought 
rather than a revisiting of the physical Walden. 
Reviews also the events of his life, and treats 
of his journeys, his reading, his friendships. 
Wrtiten in honor of the centennial of Thoreau’s 
moving to Waldan Pond in June, 1845. 


Winwar, Frances. The life of the heart; 
George Sand and her times. 1945. 
312p. illus. Harper, $3. 921 


To her somewhat romanticized biographies 
of the Rossetti’s and the English romantics 
(Byron, Shelley, Keats), the author adds this 
portrait of the 19th century French woman 
novelist, who survives as a name and in her 
association with others rather than in her 
works. A recent motion picture has revived the 
association with Chopin and the book will be 
sure to find readers in medium and larger li- 
braries. 


Fiction 


Barber, Willetta Ann and Schabelitz, 
R. F. The noose is drawn. 1945. 252p. 
illus. Scribner, $2. 


Mysery story in which sketches made by an 
artist, acting as amateur detective. play an 
important part in the solution: with the 
sketches reproduced by way of illustrations. A 
little out-of-the-ordinary and above the average 
run. 


Coryn, Marjorie. The marriage of Jo- 
sephine. 1945. 313p. Appleton, $3. 


This story of Josephine de Beauharnais and 
her marriage to Napoleon Bonaparte is car- 
ried only to Napoleon's return from Egypt, so 
it is quite possible that a sequel will be forth- 
coming. Josephine is pictured as a designing 
woman, stupid in other ways but shrewd in her 
own interests. with whom Napoleon falls deep- 
ly and sincerely in love. Josephine is handled 
with a light touch and women readers should 
like the book .or the sparkling wit with which 
her artifices are played up. 


Derleth, August. The shield of the vali- 
ant. 1945. 511p. Scribner, $3. 
The author’s first serious novel in several 


years is a story of present-day life in his native 
Sac Prairie. The central theme is the rather 
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familiar one of the banker's son falling in love 
with the girl of not-quite-so-good family, but 
the strength of the book is in its presentation 
of the many phases of village life, in its in- 
cidental characters, and its frank facing of 
certain vital issues, one of them religious biz- 
otry. 


Dowdey, Clifford. Where my love sleeps. 
1945. 298p. Little, $2.50. 


Novel of the last days of the Confederacy 
bringing out some new aspects of the situation 

new at least in tiction. For there is none 
of the glamor of the old-type Civil war romance. 
The South is shown as far from united, and 
with no clear conception among the men in 
the ranks as to what they are fighting for. The 
action covers the last stand to hold Richmond 
in 1864-65 and, to some readers. this military 
phase will have more interest thun the love 
story. 


See Booklist 42:94 N. 15 45. 


Hartley, Leslie P. The west window. 
1945. 217p. Doubleday, $2.50. 


English story of a small boy entirely domin- 
ated by a devoted but jealous and tyranizing 
older sister. The seaside setting is vividly pre- 
sented and the character analysis is excellent, 
but the story itself leaves a not too, pleasant 
taste, 


See Booklist 42:94 N, 15 '45, 


Heyliger, William. Home is a one-way 
street. 1945. 188p. Westminster Press, 
$2. 


Story of a soldier who returns home with 
face disfigured. Plastic surgery may help, but 
he has no assurance of the outcome. The Jook 
of shock in his wife’s eyes when she first sees 
him remains with him and he finds it impossible 
to accept any sign of devotion as anything but 
dutiful loyalty. The situation is well worked 
out and the staccato style in which the story 
is told is effective. 


See Booklist 42:94 N. 15 °45. 


Marquand, John P. Repent in haste. 
1945. 152p. Little, $1.50. 


The story of one of the casual war marriages 
contracted in haste and regretted as hastily, is 
told with the author’s usual skill. When he re- 
turns from leave, it becomes William Briggs’ 
painful duty to carry back to Lieut. Boyden 
in the south Pacific the news that his Daisy 
has made a new connection. Lieut. Boyden 
takes the news as philosophically as he has 
learned to take other matters in wartime and 
the situation is less embarrassing than the re- 
turned war correspondent had feared. 


See Booklist 42:110 D. 1 °45, 
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Queen, Ellery, pseud. Rogue’s gallery. 
1945. 562p.. Little, $3. 


Detining a crook story as “detection in re- 
verse,’ this volume brings together a collection 
of Sz stories presenting the great criminals of 
modern fiction. 


Shute, Nevil, pseud. Most secret. 1945. 
309p. Morrow, $2.50. 


A story of the resistance activities in Brit- 
tany and of the Engisb naval effort to aid this 
movement. Has little of the romantic element 
which was dominant in Pastoral, depending on 
characterization and suspense for its appeal. 


See Booklist 42:77 N. 1 °45. 


Tuttle, W. C. The wolf pack of Lobo 
Butte. 1945. 197p. Houghton, $2. 


A new Hashkniie Hartley story is always 
welcomed by readers of westerns. They will 
find this one written in the author's best man- 
ner, 


Children and Young People 


Animals here and there; illus. by Pelagie 
Doane. 1945. [46p.] illus. Garden 
City, bds., 50c. 


A very attractive animal book. The grouping 
is by habitat. First, animals that live In the 
city, then On the farm; By the brook; In the 
meadow, and In the woods. Simple text tells 
how they live. Full page illustrations show 
them in their natural settings and, at the end 
of each section, there is a one-page recapitula- 
tion picturing in miniature each of the animals 
just deacribed. 


Assn. for childhood education. Told un- 
der the stars and stripes. 1945. 347p. 
illus. Macmillan. $2. 


Children of some of the many nationalities 
that make ‘up our colorful civilization are rep- 
resented in this book of stories and selections 
from books, Elizabeth Orton Jones, Marguerite 
de Angeli, Maud Hart Lovelace, Doris Gates, 
Florence Crannel Means and Arna Bontemps are 
among the authors. 5-6th grades and up. 


Baby’s real Mother Goose. 1945. [10p.] 
illus. Rand McNally, 60c 


A “cloth” book containing 10 rhymes with 
the accompanying illustrations from the famil- 
iar Real Mother Goose illustrated by Blanche 
lisher Wright. Colors reproduced in somewhat 
harsher tones: otherwise identical with the 
original. 
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Brice, Tony. Baby animals. 1945. [10p.] 
illus. Rand McNally, 60c 


Familiar baby animals presented in a series 
of charming and gaily humorous pictures. In 
format similar to the Mother Goose. 


Brown, Margaret Wise. The little fisher- 
man. 1945. [34p.] illus. W. R. Scott, 
bds., $1.50. 


Everything the Big fisherman could do the 
Little fisherman carried out also. This balancing 
of Big with Little, carried out consistently, 
creates a rhythm to which picture-book age 
will respond, 


See Bookliat 42:78 N. 1 '45. 


Clymer, Eleanor. Little Bear island. 
1945. 1483p. McBride, $2. 


Keith and Jane are cousins, both seven years 
old, and this story of the summer they spend 
with Great Aunt and Uncle, Mary and George, 
is filled with pleasant natural activities which 
will please children who now resd easily for 
themselves. 


Cook, Marion Belden, ed. Stories from 
the East and North (Children of the 
U. S. A.) 1945. 284p. illus. Silver 
Burdett, $2. 


This is the first of three volumes in which 
each state and territory of the United States 
is to be represented by a story. The present 
book covers the northern states east of the 
Mississippi, taking in West Virginia and the 
District of Columbia. Authors have been chos- 
en for some close association with the state in 
question, among them Louise Lamprey, Maine: 
Cornelia James Cannon, New Hampshire; Lu- 
cille Wallower, Pennsylvania ; Hilda Van Stock- 
um, District of Columbia; Louise Embree, In- 
diana; Charles Pierce Burton, Illinois; Mary 
Katharine Reely, Wisconsin. For about 5th-6th 
grade level. 


Erdman, Loula Grace. Fair is the morn- 
ing. 1945. 186p. Longmans, $2. 

The author's second career story in the field 
of teaching presents the problem of the rural 
school, its difficulty in securing and holding 
good teachers, who always see advancement by 
way of consolidated or city schools. The school 
described is a pretty sorry specimen and the 
heroine’s efforts to build it up by arousing com- 
munity pride make a readable story for older 
girls. 


See Booklist 42:79 N. 1°45. 
Fenner, Phyllis R., comp. Adventure: 


rare and magical. 1945. 178p. illus. 
Knopf, $2. 898 
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Here is another of Miss Fenner’s good collec- 
tions, drawn from the treasure chests of folk 
lore to enrich the library of the story teller. 


See Bookliat 42:61 O. 15 ’45. 


First nursery stories; illus. by Florence 
Kent. 1945. [42p.] illus. Garden City, 
bds., 50c. 


Pleasant retellings of eight stories, seven of 
them old favorites, one possibly not so well 
known, witb colorful and lively illustrations. 
Contents: Caps for sale; Little Red Riding 
Hood; The little red hen; Three Billy goats 
gruff; Goldilocks and the three bears; Henny 
Penny; Gingerbread boy; Three little pigs. 


Lenski, Lois. Strawberry girl. 1945. 
194p. illus. Lippincott, $2.50. 


This story of Birdie Boyer and her ambitious, 
provident family, in contrast to the shiftless 
near-neighbors will be liked by the girls who 
read Bayou Suzette. With its setting in Florida, 
is the second in a series of regional books 
planned by the author. 


See Booklist 42:22 S. °45. 


Lucas, Jannette May and Carter, Helene. 
Indian harvest; wild food plants of 
America. 1945. 118p. illus. Lippin- 
cott, $2. 580 


The information about American plant foods 
known to the Indian is of perhaps more inter- 
est to adults than to children, but teachers will 
be able to make good use of it in teaching 
Indian life. In its lovely illustrations, is sim- 
ilar to the author’s books on fruits and flowers, 
but is normal size for shelving. 


See Booklist 42:79 N. 1 45. 


MacDonald, Golden. Little lost lamb. 
1945. [36p.] illus. Doubleday, bds., 
$2. 


Story of a little black lamb who wanders 
from the flock and of the shepherd boy who goes 
out into the stormy night to find him; told in 
rhythmic language, with striking lithographic 
illustrations by Leonard Weisgard. Very at- 
tractive but expensive for a board-bound book. 


Mason, Miriam E. Happy Jack. 1945. 
136p. illus. Macmillan, $1.50. 


Happy Jack was an undersized little black 
mule in a dog and pony show. Life had been 
a merry affair till the proprietor of the show 
decides it is time to put him to work. Jack 
runs away and this story tells what happens 
when he finds himself at Grindhard farm, where 
work really is work. Hasy reading for 2d-3d 
graders, who will fiind the story amusing as 
well. 
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Milhous, Katherine. Snow over Bethle- 
hem. 1945, 98p. illus. Scribner, $2. 


This story of the first Christmas in Bethle- 
hem, Pennsylvania, involves an Indian attack 
averted by the intervention of one friendly In- 
dian, but it is rich, also, in the folk traditions 
brought by the Moravians from the old country 
to the new. Attractive in make-up, will be a 
welcome addition for next year’s Christmas ob- 
servance, 


Molloy, Anne. A bird in hand. 19465. 
181p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


At the beginning of the summer Add Look 
had known only two ambitions, one to organ- 
ize the boys of the cove into a ball team, the 
other to catch and tame a young fish hawk. But 
before the summer is over family responsibilities 
fall on his shoulders and it looks as if his 
chances of going to the academy in the fall 
were pretty slim. With its emphasis on initia- 
tive and resourcefulness, makes a good addition 
to books of character building emphasis. 


Parton, Ethel. The year without a sum- 
mer. 1945. 288p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Another of this author's Newburyport stories 
concerned with tne activities of a lively group 
of young people during a year which came 
down in history as the year without a summer. 
Of moderate interest; for libraries where the 
author’s stories are popular. 


See Booklist 42:61 O. 15 ‘45. 
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Pauli, Hertha. St. Nicholas’ travels. 
1945. 105p. illus. Houghton, $2, 394 
The author, who last year gave us the his- 

tory of the Christmas tree, here traces the evo- 

lution of St. Nicholas into Santa Claus, going 
back to the real Bishop Nicholas who lived in 

Asia Minor somewhere around the 4th century. 

It was the Dutch who brought the St. Nicholas 

tradition to America, Their Sint Niklass easily 

became our Santa Claus, with Clement ©. Moore 
adding costume and trimmings, 


Undset, Sigrid, ed. True and untrue, and 
other Norse tales. 1945. 253p. illus. 
Knopf, $2.50. 398 
A collection of Norse folk tales adapted from 


those collected vy Moe and Asbjornsen. Pre- 
ceded by a long introductory essay of interest 


to story tellers. 


See Booklist 42:97 N. 15 °45. 


Wheeler, Opal. Sing Mother Goose. 
1945. 102p. Dutton, $3. 784 


Familiar Mother Goose rhymes set to music 
and issued in format as attractive as that of 
the two preceding books by the composer. Pic- 
tures are by Marjorie Torrey. 





Simon & Schuster have issued a port- 
folio containing 8 Pictures from Mother 
Goose, by Feodor Rojankovsky, which 
are very attractive for framing or bul- 
letin-board display in the children’s 
room. Price, $2.50. 


HOME ECONOMICS MATERIAL 


Loan packages on two subjects, NUTRITION and CLOTHING, are now available 
to Home Economics teachers in Wisconsin schools from the Department of Debating 
and Public Discussion, Science Hall, Madison 6, Wisconsin, for a loan period of 
three weeks, or longer if desired. The materials have been secured from a wide 
variety of authoritative sources, including government agencies as well as private 
organizations, and provide the teacher with a convenient opportunity to examine 
a wealth of pamphlet and mimeographed materials. 





